Longleat estate bas been home to

the Thynne family since the 16th

century. Ity beautiful grounds
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cenerations and offer the

visitor a host of surprises. Woard

: N ’
and bhol 34, /'./‘,’r‘.“l




The view from Heaven's Gate, Longleat,

at dawn. The rolling paridand designed

by “Capability” Brown |s revealed as

the frost melts and the mist recedes







Above: a winter sunset seen through the branches of a beech tree at Heaven's Gate.

Above: the fagade of Longleat House s reflected perfectly in one of the lakes at dawn.
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Above: fallen autumn leaves dusted with frost. Below: the 400-year-old Manor House at Horningsham has been used as a court and school.

had been built John Thynne's tyronicl
putsult of master-craftsmanship, efficiency
aned perdfection have left us with one of the
most perfect examples of High Elizabethan
architecrure in England tockay

When John Thynne firg bought the land at
Longleat, the Vemon family were among his
ot powetful neighbouns. The wower of their
Late-meddieval church. dedicated to S john the
Baptist in 1154, has survived to this day n
Hormimgsham village

Longleat Park has undergone radical changes

in response 1o the priodtes of

SIcoessive
generations of Thynnes. Rough moodund,
scrub and ancient wood have beoome dipped
formal gardens, omngenes and regamented
pluntations. Streams huve become rivers, then
lakes. The best view of the park Is from
Heaven's Gate, # clearing in the beech trees
n the ridge to the east of the house, which
looks seross the estute towards the Mendips
From Heaven's Gate, facimg the setting sun
you can apprecule the |;x.~‘.|ng contribution
of the First Marquess of Bath — a descerclant
of John Thynne — who died In 1790 He
invited Lincelot Brown 1o indscape the park
Capability” Brown's sweeping grass-scapes
and hillocks crowned with trees have an
exhilarating openness and freedom. Tt was
Brown who gave the millbiream the sem

blance ol » broad river, which in tum was



Above: the church of St John the Baptist at Horningsham. Below; a young, frosted oak in “Capability'’ Brown’s open paridand.

made 10 resemble a2 seties of
lakes. He also tumed the oom
fxm on the south castern el
of the park into o boating lake
The Fist Maquess of Bath was
also passionately  Interested  In
g his lifetime be

n ooe million

forestry. Durn

planted noe

trecs, parncuiany « uiks, besches

and pines amond  the estate
They lave now reached muaturity
Glowing gold m autumn, sivered
iy winter and full of bluebell
carpeted ghades in spring, they
are Longdeat's crowning phory

It i i winter that the “river
resdly comes into its own. In clear
weather mists rse at dusk, sosvly
dissodving the house und grommds
and completely filling the valley. At dawn it
graduully rocedes 1o revenl perfect moflections
il the bouse and groxineds

Hu

toaches 1 Browns dnegirution, inch

ey Repton add the  finishing

ing the
comstrction of a small whind in the lake
nearest 10 the house Thes now Doasts the
noved addition of o Bmily of goellas, pan of
Longleat's safan park. Fven when scoustomed
10 the sdea that 1odsy the grounds contuin

an exote selecton of freesroaming Heasties

the cmergence of 2 whiskensd

seu taon froen

beneath the sface of the luke sl comes
s an dccentric surprise
The plans of Henry Frodenck Thynne, the

Sixth Marguess of Dath, 0 open Loaghesd

House to the publec in Apel 1999 were groeted
with sstondstunent. The safan park met with
open-mouthed  homor and  derisson. Bath
have proved 10 be mospired  successes and

negher are oot of Keeping wity Tamily toud-

ton. The Fint Viscgunt Weymonth. who
I 1714, kept an cleplant and a bear 1o 1

irits. The Sevond  Vesooum

Iy [umily's  »

numbered an eagle, two valtuees

and walves

amaongst
menigere. The Secand Marguess
f Bath hired 4 hermit 1o live in
a specally  badle cave  bencat)
Heaven's Gate. He also kepn his
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Rroungs,

cventually even opening his house

Jocals 1w plenic in e

10 the piilx once 4 week, free
of champe! The Fourth Murguess

)

kept kangamons in the pli
and even Joln Thynne, the bard
nosed Tounder of the Longlea
aulls

brosight on w0 the estate from 1h

dymasty. bad cght Jozen =

Bristol Chunned
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The présem

Croorge, bs budlding & lewame centre

complete sith palm trees and waterfulls, all

housed undier 3 gianane sthase dome. Peedict

ubly, his critics have been outraged. But the
sile ek been well chosen. Deep i the heunt
of @ pine forest and invisibie from the road

should not spofl the megic of the greands @

Lomgleat, near Warminster. \Wiltstire
BA12 TNW. (0O85) 8434900, Opxeneing
timnex for bowse, grovends arnd safary
perk reary, so plestse fedepirome befory
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