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d garden brimming with thododendrons and azalcas appears

Blo<comed out of its unpromising Exmoor site. Ia reality it's

becwaed for over 3 vears of dedicarion and hard work

AND PHOTOGRAPHS JANE GIFFORD
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PAGE The delicate bloams of Rhodoocndlron "Lady Alice Fiizwillam’ produce & heavenly scent

LEFT L orawie Is rightly peotd of her arganic garden, which has taken ¢ y cultivate
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ABOVE The spiky appearance of Riododendron macrosepadum ‘Lineanifolum’ makes it an eye-catching
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the end of the month, the
pink peony-like flowers ol
Camellta "Elmie Jury' begin
o bloom, and Rbededendron
‘Lady Alice

wetfurds her bronee buds w fill

Fitzwilliam'

the garden with fragrance. In
May the colour becomen even
richer, thanks to the decidu
I'\

Mallis azaleas bloom in pink

ous  azxaleas ormnge

salmon and

\nd not

b there Is a

vermillion,
watiron just In
one calour Cit
difference between bud and
Nower, outer peral and throat,
y single
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this there is the &

s the varauon in

bush b amsazing
ulemw,
with fragrant boneysuckle

shaped blooms, and the nchly ) ) )
seonred K. ocerdentali j'll'.lv

and winte in flower with an omnge throat
Colourwise, thete are no plants 1o equal these aznleas
As the deciduous groups come into bloom, more
cvergreen az 1lcan !lu\\r! 1O, TN l'hf‘, '.|n ’\ " nl“h n
hvhoid vaeieties. Therr pink and re o Howers are larger
than those of the Kurume azadeas and many hring out
tresh background for thy

new leal Giest ~ a2 brilliane,

bloommn, 1t marvellows w see such sizeling colour
When |vl,n|!u|u for May, Joan recommends Kurume
uralcas for a sheer carpet of calour

Lady

and the frageant

rhododend rons like Alice Fritawilliam', ‘They urc

unequalled for scent and theis
sense of poise, Bot you need
a mild clirmate and scid sonl!
For lime-rich soll, Joan
recomnmends the elegant tree
Aneinaterin Pasiendata, During
the first weeks of spring the
lesves ard whmn;\pml\‘ Iaefone
rarning vellow-groen. In lae
summer the troe may procduce
small golden Oowers befors
turning butter-sellow for the
witumn, The A pasion/ati nt
Greencombe i 40 years old
el ondy 16 1 bagh, makang i

wheal for senall gardens

May Is the ume 1o Ol every
i 1 wvatlable space with new
plants, und for this Joan

recommaonds old-fashioned
viokm, espectally the pale hlu

aind creamy white “Magle

Mort

1 true sky bloe. “These three look gorgeous together

Huntercombe Purple’ and "Prekesing Blue

hey will bloom their heads off and are enpecially
good for awkward arcan” As a final up, Joan suggest
planting a crab-apple for the joy of ity flowers in spring
and for its autumn colour. “1f you have other apple
trees, the Presence of acrab 1]‘;‘“ will etsure they will
dhwuys e fernlined, 1 vou're a ree-dover, they should
be in every hedgerow, You can't have too muny”
Corventinamly, Porfock, Someryet T A SN, i upon from

I Apeid 10 28 Judy every Sat, S, Mot aondd Towes frome 26 powe

MAIN PICTURE Dappled with sunlight, the woodland garden thit Joan created looks as if it has been designed by nature itselt

Rhododendron augustind in the background bears lavender-blue Howers in mid-spring, TOP The two-toned beauty of Mollks hybrid
azodens 1 o1 ts most gharious in early May. ABOVE The snowy white flowers of Kurume azalea Rhodedendron ‘Ho-0" (‘Appleblossom’)






