1 ke grey breath of
WINTER

Capture nature in all its mysterious beauty as mist
and frost transform the Avon valley unmm}m
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come to the lore. Touched only by pal
difume sunlight, the frost doesnt melt with
the dawn. That drab pile ol leaves you
Kept micaning o compost will remain o
work of are throughout the day, the hap
of each leal etched In white, every veln
distingt. And the cotoneaster vou thought
vou rmighe dig UP DOW gives vou reason
tor holding back by becoming a perfect
example of fractal geometry preked out in
s white relielf, A lone rosebuod, struggling
against the odds to survive so fir out of
cason, i now fringed with ice crvatals and
vour eve i deawn to i for the Bt time

Like

rises and falls, revealing ghimpses of the

waves across the shore, the must

landscape. Sometines it recedes far enough
to expone the hillbops, Up here the sky alxos
deep clear blue and the air simells

VoL

wharp and strungely exhilarating. Beneach
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the mist eddies and swarks around the

trectops. A bouse appears and vanilies
with u brighe flash s the sunlight Ity the
rwver for a moment, A unall copse, once
ur of

swathed 1o mist, tukes on the ) Vst

mystenions forest, Perspecoves are dis
surrounding views are obliter

T

often cotnpletely seill so that sounds are

torted and

sted, You could be anywhere ir
strangely amplhified. When sunlight finally
tnds o way through, it 1w often accom
pamed by a light brecze, lce-covwred
branches tnkle and sparkle ke so many
uny chandehiers. You can hear the carth

ugh o the cold releases its hold for a
moment and the wce beging to melt
Occoamonally 1t s cold enough tor the
frost to remain after the fog has cleared
When friends say there s nothing to Hke
Wbout o freexing Dirithh winter and wlk
I think

i moving tooa warmer clunate

of dayr like this and | know | would miss

them. To see the countryside shimmering

white under a hour frost with every twig
ind blade of grass dostinet against a ¢loud
bews sy s worth a hittle dwcomtort tor nu
With the

to explore, it e

sun on my back and the time
Is good to be alive, Warm
feet are essential thougls and, us a phiotog
rapher, hard to mgntan, Stmping my feet
wid rubbing and clapping my hands 1w
keep the teeling tn my toes and Hogen
I hold my breath 1o stop the viewfinder of
the camera from steaming up

You don't bave to venture faf to apprect
ite the transformations that fog and fros
work on the Lundscape. A town centre looks
good, too. When the overall picture seems
gloomy, the reward 15 often in the detarks
But if the cold and grey are too much for
you, it may help o know that on a hilltop
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A beech plantation in the purple twilight of dusk
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COUNTRY LIVING
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How ta decprate a Ged i o
COUNTRY CRAFTS. creéte it
Learn a woodiand skill
Collect & display delftware
Make scented soaps

WHAT’S IN YOUR GARDEN?
Take part in our national
wildlife survey

SHORT CUTS
The easy guide to
decoupage

T
Explore the spectacular landscapes
L of Wiltshire & Wales in winter




Editor Susy Smith
{right) with
Deputy Editor
Kathleen Corrigan

[ promsed last
month that in the
February issue
[ would mtroduce
you properly to

my Deputy Editor Kathleen

o

Corrigan. Kathleen (or Kitty
as she 13 better known) 15
usually o be tound working
away behind the scenes, spot-
ung potential problems and
making sure that all the
wheels keep murmng smoothly av the Counry Living
offices. She 15, however, about to ke up a new,
front-of-house posinon. From our March issue uotil
late summer, Kitty will be standing in for me as
Editor while 1 am temporarily occupied with a
new. project — that of caring for the twins | am
expecting in mid March!

So for several months 1, like you, shall be keeping
in touch with what is happening at Conntry Living
by reading her Fiest Wonds in each 1ssue. All of us
here have spent the last fow weeks making plans for
my absence and | can tell you now that we have
some outstanding features coming up in 1998 that
will keep you amused, entertained and informed on
all of our regular subjects

In the meantime, though, what of this February
sue? Well, we always try to give you variety and this
month i no exception, Firstly, it the new year has
made you resolve to be more creative and put some
of your design ideas into action, there are our
features on making scented soaps (page 38 and
decoupage (page 60) to get you started, | hope you
eniov our free booklet of cut-out botamcal Hower
prints which decoupage expert Belinda Ballantine
used beautifully to cover a wooden box for us. And

Professor Chris Baines

FIRST WORDS

if, despite our feature, vou still have doubts about
vour decoupage capabilities, come with us to one of
Belinda’s workshops to learn the craft at first hand
We are also looking for volunteers to help us chart
the wildlife of Britain gardens. After the tremen
dous successes a few years ago of our Butterfly and
Winter Bird Surveys, we're challenging you once
again, This time, however, were asking you to record
as creatively as you can, sightings of all species —
bieds, insects, mammals, reptiles and amphabians. The
result will be a wonderfil celebration, in pictures as
well as words, of the grear variery of wildlife that
inhabits our gardens. Professor Chris Banes, who
first introduced many of us to the unusual concept
of creatung a wildlife garden as long ago as 1985
with his book How to Make a Wildlife Garden (Elm
Iree Books, L11L99%), 35 just one of the experts
who provide us with guidelines of what to look for
when begnnning a waldlife survey {see page 33).
Considering a much larger landscape this month is

Jane Giftord, who often photographs for us —see her
i I RTAF

images in “Law of the Land" on page 54~ but rarely
does she write as well, We couldn’® resist her eerily
beautiful pictures and poenc words about a grey and
frosted winter's day spent in a valley near her home
in Wiltshire (page 28)

Finally. if you live in an old house and are plan-
ning a renovation this year, don't miss our special
decorating series which begins this month with the
Georgian period (page 78) and continues in March
and April with Victoran and Edwardian seyle
In cach case we give a little of the historical back
ground to ecach period and then suggest pains
wallcoverings, furmshings and lighting for an
wchentic look but with Nineties living in mind, In
my quest for decorating ideas for my new home, 1
have been glaed to the pages as the team here has
been preparing them

Anyway - enough. It is tme now for me to
say "Au revorr” and, until | pick up my pen agamn

later in the vear, to wish vou many months of

continved enjoyment of Country Living through
out 1998 SUSY SMITH
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