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A b aze ()f beauty

AN THESOUTH DEVON GARDEN THAT ONCE BELONGED TO AGATH!
= EXQUISITE MAGNOLIAS AND CAMELLIAS THRIVE AMONG NATIVE W

RISTIE
AND PLANTS

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY JANE GIFFORD!

iruated above a river, not ar from the
sca,and hidden from view among the
typical of south Devon, the Greenway
estate has been the home of local
“The location has

notables since around
changed litle in the lase 400 ye
probably been some kind of garden here for at
east 300~
of pleasures past. Walter Ralcigh was  frequent
visitor and. in his day. a Tudor mansion known
a5 Greenway Court stood in the grounds. This
was later replaced by the present Georgian
building and renamed Greenway House

The property is o the east side of the River
Dart,about a mile above Dartmouth

s and there has

the atmosphere s rich with the ghosts

Itis south-facing and shelrered
the chilly north and east winds,
clen
e e
The average yearly rainfall is quite

low (around 95cm) and the garden’s

s been used to create
while preserving the

native woodlnd
Informal and discreet, the

. e Camellia Garden today
£ 100 years old. By the end of the 19th
century, Greenway was already well esablished
a5 an ideal home for the many exotic species,
such a5 rhododendrons and magnolias,
being introduced into Britain by explorers. The
soil, which is neutral to farly acid (pH 7-5.6)

COUNTRY LIVING

HOUSES, GARDENS, FOOD, CRAFTS, RURAL ISSUES, FASHION, DECORATING

designs &floor phm PLUS cookery

crow (G
ausm!ss
WITH cnrr k4

GAHDEN%

»

HOW 70 PRODUCE YOUR
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was replaced by peat where necescry for the
benefit of these new plants. Early magnolias at

sky". Dame Agatha’ husband. the distinguished
archacologist Max M
fond of wild flowers.Stecp bar
violets, bluebells, campions
bined with happily natus

an, was particulirly

planc. The nus

suckle,roses and clemati,the greenhous
ind the atm

The present owners are Ant
wife Rosilind, Agatha Christie’s

plants from Chile, Tasn

that at Greenway.
The gardens have never been open to the
ple of diys in
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public®, except for 3
spring under the Nati
The Nursery G
iswell worth a v
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