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‘Aconitifollum’ last

well into November

Every autumn, Westonbirt Arboretum in Gloucastershlrg bursts into rich ruby reds, pinks and golds as
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With 17 miles of way-marked paths to explore, you cannot reasonably

see all of Westonbirt in a day. This is a major part of its charm.

Each visit shows you something new as you get to know the place
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The young bronze leaves of the elegant Katsura tree age
through green to yellow. Some turn orange and red. Their fallen

leaves smell like caramel when crushed beneath your feet

progress of the scasons transforms farmlar
scenes, Acer palmatum *Osakazuks’ can be
relied upon for it uniform brlliant red
autumn foliage and the leaves of A, palima.
tumi “Sango-kaku' will open orange-vellow
n spring, mellowing to a softer vellow
thoughout autumn. Acar japonkum “Vits
folwm’, the vine-leafed maple, prefens a
multi-coloured approach to autumn and 1
a good indicator of the quality of avtumn
colour to be v:\p('.(n‘.' m any year, From
September, a single tree will turn yellow in
places; in orher parts it might be crinmon or
ruby-red, pink or gold, while others remain
subbornly green unnl late i the season
The young brotze leaves of the clegant
Katsura tree, Ceradiphyllum japonicum, age
through green to yellow. Some turn orange
and red Ther fallen Jeaves smell like
carame] when crushed beneath your feet

Hogh Angus has  been  curator ot
Westonbart since 1987, Naming, labelling
and cataloguing the plantng history of all
18,000 trees i the collection has been a
major tawk i aself, Whenever a tree 1
felled ar Westonbire, ity rings are counted
1o discover 1ts age. Few records have been
found of the origins of many of the carly
plantings in the collection so the prove
nance of many plants has been hard to
establish, “We may find three seemingly
wdentical trees with three different names
We must then find the true name or give
thern a new one,” Hugh explaimns

“We hive in hope that Holford's records
will one day turn up. When a tree needs re-
placing today, we make sure thss » done
with material from planns of known ori-
gin, preferably from an old example of the
plant to comerve the more ancient genetic
information. For example, o replacing ar
English oak, we would use genetic mater
jal from oaks such as those at Windsor that
are wid to be more than 1,000 vears old.™

With so many potential parents at West-
onbirt, Japanese maple seedlings pop up in
all shapes and colours of leaf. They seldom
come true to the parent type QOut of every
100 acer seedlings grown cach year, only
three wall find a place in the arboretum as
nteresting examples of the maple’ trem

endous diversity, Only by taking cuttings
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Ten to 12,000 acer seedlings are raised
this way ecach vear by the Friends of
Westonbirt Arboretum, a registered chariey
which supports the Forestry Commusion
in its work here. With 150 examples, the
arboretum holds the Natonal Collection
of Japanese Maple Cultvars. Many are
on sale m the Plant Centre. Some 150
spoecics of  acer have been discovered
around the world and 75 of these can
be tound at Westonbirt

The arboretum broke even for the fuw
time 1 1997/8 and Hugh Angus hopes
that as surpluses accrue, he w ill be able o
continue to build up the scientific base of
the collection, adding new plants as they
yre discovered, conserving rare species and
making Westonbirt a contre of excellence
for visiting experts from around the workd
“In 50 vears, when anvone in the world
thinks of acers, | want them to think of
Westonbirt,” Hugh declares

Westonbirt Arboretum  receves  mon
than 3,000 calls each October asking when
the autumn colour will be at 1t best. The
second or third week could alwayy be e
lied upon to be good, but for the past few
vears evervthing has been turmng later
The colour now lasts well mnto November
“We have run many survevs to find out
what brings visitors to Westonbirt,” Hugh
continues. " Peace and quiet always comes
|‘|Y‘\l Trees lhll,ln\ come third \1\ lllb\l
main aim 1 to see trees and shruby share
first place m our wvisitors’ reasons for
coming to the arboretum. Above all, |
want people to love trees " ¥
Westonbirt Arboresum, Tethpry, Gloncesti b
GLE 8QS {01666-880220), Open dasly,
10am to Spm, or ssunset, of earlier Admisssion
[ 3.50, concessions £.2.50, children aged
$10 15 years, £ 1

Wistonbirt Acborctum i ome of the plaves
wv (il be visating on our exchisive reader event
hased around Le Manoir anx Quat’ Satsons
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