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Front Cover: An um with tulips
and walltlowers in the “secrer
garden’ at Stourton House (p.5C)
Photograph by June Gifford
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I WAS THETHYDRANGEXS -THAT BROUGHT ELizanety
BULLIVANT TO STOURTON HOUSE SOMETHIRTY. YEARS AGO,
Trhad been used to gordening on clnlk whiere if course they
won tgow.' The panden and shrubbery at Stowton were @ mass of
Itarmdlies, elderand nerrdes and the Liwis bond become wdeep mossy
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By fiel I Ol e Gope®™ Dnly Lad 1 106 A the Bloe |y Srangens

e fudl blesinabovie che ¢l kenow i« the

Bloe 15 iy favourite colour, Telidny rentie tint,

be. I had 3 comgntie vision ol n garden of E Jcn full of lmwlll‘
ulips, honeysuckle, wistertn, sweet peis and roses Gind now T conld B
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GARDENING OBSESSIONS

I hivdrangeas) flomering ¢ | N eraditsonad Englusd % of o Basdyd |
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r was that Mue hydnmges started o wh has Tk T W reach
dried lomer business. There & noeching Present mPressive f i
Jitticul mplicared about drying lilsg | and many | tand thom
them. ) pick then the nght bed WJ rders. It w "t )
e 1 oft the leave nd hang ther bedoee the arch e Dodx wod. The
I8 ear the b water bodl P be Jded ot the Lt tw ca
Elizabet) e h to ber garden provide final tloun petiect)
[ oesunyd m - everyvihang pPrivate and mugcal part of the gand

wvaders and rare and  Strangers came to the door to ask for e s weatetian

frusod ¢ D prant 1R - dllowed Hower in thu

Nechwgwwmted Wepek 00T 10 ask for hydrangeas to dry L o s wooded come
awmiul { greenct { it arder swect
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Urn plamtedd with o traditionad English miéxture of floscers Top Flinabeth Budlivans
with kst sescsom’s hsadrampeas AM oo bftonghe K L o Laskeri King Geonge's tndips are am importamt somrce of codowr; Uicrts *Wakehurst



The best method needs patience and a dark
well ventilated place like an aiving cupboard

Pievts "Wakchurst'. Tt s the best red wher
the Jeseves are youny and the hanging bunche

of tiny scented white flowers look splerhid
agninst them at this time of the vear.' The
leaves turn through pink to cream before
becoming their tmal dark green

Elizabeth has uncarthed many unusual

dafiodils, including two unregistered old
varleties; one with 1;‘“ lemon yellow
corona and white petals which she has

named John Copeland’ afrer the famous

dattodil grower's son; and the otd
white datlodil which Elizaberh believes o
be the original "Mount Hood'
Preserving flowers, seed heads and folie
in ull year round process. By May, the

i 1 4+ r
hydrangeas picked at the end of autumn ar
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dried und bunched ready for sale. Spx

prepared flower beds have been neatly

stocked with essential onnuals like statice
helichrysums, nigells, acrocliniums, ¢
flowers and delphiniums. According
Elizsbeth, evergreen temns are best picked in
spring as are the young fronds which can by
pressed hetore they unturd

Years of work at the ‘dried lower exper
mental station’, s the kitchen Agi becam
Afectionately xnowrn, have shown Elizabeth

that almost everything in the garden can bx

preserved for everdasting Hower ars
ments: “You don't need chemicals or dyes.
Ulyeerine i o very etective preservitive; it
keeps the leaves supple and mntensifies cheir

colour.” The best method s a patient proces

l'op. The fragrant flowers of Azalas lurca brighten a woodead corner of the garden and wild flovers flovrish in the dappled shade Boctom: A corseted lady

prepares to dive into the Ky pond in the “secret garden’
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An wn awith Parrot tdips aond wallflowers

The fiswovescent yellow floswers of Eug

in the centre of the Tity pond in the ‘secret ganden’ created by the
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switchback hedge of Lesland cvpress



