NEAT IVION | M

s
y e

in ”, Wi Britain's best-selling magazine about France

Enjoy a trip along the River Aven in Brittany
and experience life at a slower pace
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tway from the bustling Breton beaches Jané Gifford discovers the, rivers

L

Wi

sround Pont-Aven and Quimperlé are a sadrce of calm beauty .t{"’...’r
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mieets the feslraaier rver, The A arrrves tasl
fevacing wer granite baulders and in the past proved an
ideal prewer source to dve mil wheels, partiealarly for
grinding corm; A8 the Aven approaches the rowm, the
river has been dindded soosapphy poveer 10 a5 masmy mills
e peorasibdes Revinited, i pesses under the moad brid g
and is then contralled by the ald duice gates whick
v genires Chit lirw tov The suprredind ing
wnberwhesds.

Fusrther doswnetreanm on U celser gile of i the
river deepens and widens. Prior oo the 2ith century this
Wk o busy pommercial port bop the ranspart af Hour,
firmwnnd and figh, MNaw iris e wirh pleasure boass
Froem hestie vt can takie o river trip oo s vwedettes
heervasen Pont-Aven and Port-Bdn, past the fishiog
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hodlges and follow the shairt riverade walke La
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Mo wWns Thie revivil f 10 ansuage and Sulmi af

Caurnouaille. Throsghour the region, slges are ghven in
bt Freindlh fined] Birendin

The mumantically named Sos dAmour & a longer,
VEEY popmilil, 7l walkl on the ol ajde of fieat,

tharr | waw loaking for a more rranigail spog i exploce
Fureher dhwnitver, the Moubin i Marde du Hépom was

the Grangn tommection
baat saclly no permaneénd
callzerion of his works,
But if it's a Beeton hm
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plenty of shops as well

1 headed for Pont-Aven.
Mist was hanging in the
valleys and dew sparkling
in the early morning sun
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campsibe and hodiday
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restanmns to visit, La Malson Larmideol, next o the
beid e, bakes Breon hiscudts and cakes, in porticalnn
pealemes sl dowipnemes, small bunery cakes i marg

flanvours, which aee hudously rich in calogies, They nre
viepmnid oo b rhe besr of thetr kind in

While [ was tn Pont-Aven, it sterted oo pour with min
i 1 wis delighaed oo find L Foisrnid, & b fnid Jdores
ricked meay down an alley off the maim soreet, dght by
the river, sellh o Covited terrace virmueslly sispended
i the water: Surrounded by cokserfal local pamiings
and freshly et [owers, @t prosed the perbect place o
inchelge in some excellent prasms and a glass of wine
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ABOVE: Cisming
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the moming’s
aich

excellest food and accommodncon, & well os o periect

Ve acTess e oo, This dme Licdalged o mussek

#Ervesl] with mtamuile; chips and ancther misg of ciler.

CE0se iy b8 Lats Pardins de Bospico. This privane
Esirtamins] oodlsction was estahlished i 1998 ey Age
Aemaul and Raymend Eaceinorek, The layoat s
Iehirmad amd you are encooraged 1o wander whereyer
vou ke, Much of che rspirarional plamting is hosed
nrcund garden vartemies of locnl wildflowers sich s
coreparskry, dog roses, arum lilies aod broom - one of
Brinam’s etshlemns aloog wich che bvdmmges, Wisen
ihe i1||.'r-:'|1.'dr.||'._..:-.'-.:§. are I Fill Bloeen wow g
atiiiraged o ballow the ‘biue il Theee is powery
noisy frog pand which delighis a1l small chifdren and a
dopsinese sumimer hoose omang the dimes

Sa oy pormiery, like che rivery’, ended wish the sea.
Hu F il be ravetiing back inland agnin m dissower
mivre-of Britany's hicden hearclamd, &

Cuimpedi [Kempede in Breton) is beauttfully
siluatesd at the conflupnce of the Rivers Ellé and kale I
wiilch combing 10 Becsme the Laita, This medigwad
tawn does not pander 1o the tou s irade. THe older,
Ioaester cjusariier §105 in Thed river valley surrounding tha
thoussnd-year-ald abbey and the more modern part
can be found on the hill sy, massed around
Flace Saint-Miche! and overiooied by the S00-vear-
old church, I'Egltss de Saiim-Mic sl Try to vist on

& Friciay for the market that |5 hald I the squgre
Residenis of (uimperld have long besn firm
chamgions al Braton culture, Thie tawn first camie

o promirence with the foLindarian of the
Rammaresgue Abbeye Sainte-Crol inthe 111h
cerdury. Built in the formeoof a cross, the abbey hes

a b circular domed twer inthe oontre which

darminates the lower town. Maaks 5 R side- |
EnesEt Ieadls o e POt Fieun, a medioval bridge
ever the Elle. Oripnally called PerePang-EB it was
orwe of thnes gases b theald fortified town,
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renamed inday for the floserhoses which dedorate
T MRS

Qusnperld’y situation at the conflissace of vwo
rivers ied (o s T o] i e mills, The Quartler
Mabie 15 0 kegacy from those days with grand houses
liming the Ell# isgrives from Par Flewn.: One of the

| oelest Pouses in towen s the Maison des Archars

buillt i 1570, Black-ranbened with white-wazhed
wialls, B s an e charming Sttle cobbled sl sonoer,
Aue Dom Morce: Jus araund 1he cornmer on Bue
Hremondd cd'Ars. the Bar du Cind (s a grear place 13 sir
outside ard on oy a snack
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