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FIRST WORDS

ossip 1s synonymous with village life — and the most reliable material

(if itis acall printable) makes ies way inro the panish or village magazine.

In our Hampshire village we have two publicarions. One 1sa “proper”
parish magazine that unites three villagesand a neighbouring hamlerand opens with
a letrer from the pansh priest. Here, the editorial tone is one of reserved gentiliry and
the content 1s the comforting scuff of rural life. Reports from che Gardening Club,
the W1 and the Wine Soctety sit alongside more robust comment on a proposed
housing developmenr and the OFSTED report on the village school. In the
(im prcsswc) 12 pages of advertisements | have found the carpenter who builcour
much-admired kitchen, an upholsterer and a log supplier.

Our own village nevwslereer; on the other hand. has a much smaller audience and as such can afford a more familiar
voice. Peppered wich first names and in-jokes. it feels truly local, and reading berween the lines becomes a fascimating
pasrimc. [ Country [_m}tg this month we explore the quirky world of these publications (pag,c 80) and |
guarantee that some of the snippers will make you smile. Parish magazines are described by the Archbishop of York,
Dr David Hope. as the "glue thar holds rural communities together” and I believe this is the key: old timers and
newcomers alike can leaf through the pages and feel thar they belong. Write and tell us abour your local

J‘:gé

newsletrer or, better still, send us a copy — you could win

more than £1,000-worth of Canon office equipment.

The plans for my garden move on apace. Early
February brought our man with his digger o rransform
the lie of the land and we have since planted rwo rows of
limes — one pleached, one to be pollarded. Afreralicde
rurf-laying we shall stand back and work out whattodo |
next: garden designer Bunny Guinness has offered me
much nspiration with her own transformanon racrics
(pagc 44). For more gardening ideas, read abour Jan
Howards flourishing rural business on page 136 and
then come along to see the "ancient’ magical woodland
she has created for us at this month's Country Living
Spring Fair. For your last chance ro buy discount
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HOUSES 5 GARDENS

15 EMPORIUM

Places to visit and pigces to buy for the hause
and garden. By our Home Design team

24 DECORATING SOLUTIONS

Choose organic palnts for the ultimate natural
finish. By Kate Elms and Pippa Rimmar

44 POINTS OF VIEW

Clever design ideas o make the most of your
houssand garden. By Bunny Guinnass

53 GARDENER'S CALENDAR

Ourmanthly guide to growing arganically

By Stephanie Donaldsan

86 HOLD ON TO YOUR DREAM

Moving to the country. By Fiona Brandhorst
88 ON THE MARKET

Rural propertiesfor sale

92 KITCHEN SPECIAL

Sevenstylish solutions far family-sized reoms
plus nur kitchen directory. By Ben Kendrick
110 A BLAZE OF BEAUTY 4

Magnolias and camellias

flaurish in a sheltered Devon
garden. By Jane Gifford

114 REMEMBRANCE OF
THINGS PAST

Fadad-colours and time-worn furniture, &8
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flllan elegant hideaway in the Sauth
of France. By Sally Griffiths

126 THE GREENHOUSE EFFECT
ive your growing ambitions a clear
advantage —geta greenhouse

By Jim Buckland

136 THE FLOWERING OF AN IDEA
garden plants inspire a flourishing

Cottage

business. By Hester Page and Louise Elliot

FEATURES

38 FLOCK OF AGES

The ancient breed of Portland Sheep is the perfect
choice for smallholders By Brian Jackman

56 DEFENCE OF THE REALM

Our sha

gnastal erasion. By The Rt Hon John Gummer MP
80 THE VILLAGE GRAPEVINE

.. Village magazines help to hold rural

communities together. By Kim Chalet
196 MY COUNTRY LIVING
A Suffolk hairdresser

P CRAFTS &

' COLLECTING

66 THE ULTIMATE SPRING CLEAN
Spruce up your home with our natural

res must be protected against the threat of

cleaning solutions. By Ben Kendrick
and Claire Leavey

74 COURSEWORK: HURDLE-
MAKING

Getting to grips with this-anciemt
I ocenwood oraft. ByAlex Reace
" 122 WOVEN HERITAGE

With their earthy colours, warm texture and'rich

patterns, kilims adapt well to contemparary
sattings. By.Ban Kendrick and Polly Chizpetta

FOOD & DRINK

144 COOK & LEARN

Brush upyour culinary.skills on'a country cookery
course. By Jenni Muir

148 GOOD FOOD FAST

Clever shortouts to take the angst out of
entertaining: By Saphle Grigsan

156 A TASTE OF BRITAIN
Continuingourserieson regional food, wewisit

the Cotswalds: By ClarissaHyman

FASHION

130 AFINE VINTAGE

Haw to-combineg antigue clothes and vintage
aecessoriesintaarichlyindividual style

By Jamima Mills
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ituated above a river, not far from the
sea, and hidden from view among the
mellow hills and wooded valleys so
typical of south Devon, the Greenway

estate has been the home of local
notables since around 1530. The location has
changed little in the last 400 years and there has
probably been some kind of garden here for at
least 300 — the aunosphere is rich with the ghosts
of pleasures past. Walter Raleigh was a frequent
visitor and, in his day, a Tudor mansion known
as Greenway Court stood in the grounds. This
was later replaced by the present Georgian
building and renamed Greenway House.

The property is on the east side of the River
Dart, about a mile above Dartmouth.
It is south-facing and sheltered from
the chilly north and east winds, open
only to those generally more clement
breezes from the south and south-west.
The average yearly rainfall is quite
low (around 95c¢m) and the garden’s
position on a steeply sloping river
bank means the drainage is sharp, so
the very occasional severe frosts do not
wreak the havoc they might in more
waterlogged grounds. The tempera-
ture rarely falls below freeezing, how-
ever, creating a kind of sub-tropical
environment in the shelter of estab-
lished woodland. Successive owners
have recognised this as the perfect
micro-climate for growing magnolias
and camellias, and the appeal of the
garden today lies in the way in which
the natural environment has been used to create
a haven for exotic species, while preserving the
native woodland’s essential charm.

Informal and discreet, the garden rises on
four levels from the riverside to the top of the
hill. The land has probably been wooded from
the earliest times and much of the indigenous
woodland flora has been allowed to remain,
creating a rich tangle of wildflowers and ferns
beneath oak, beech and lime trees, interplanted
with sweet chestnut, yew and Scots pine.

Camellia plantings began in the 1880s and
many specimens in the Camellia Garden today
are over 100 years old. By the end of the 19th
century, Greenway was already well established
as an ideal home for the many exotic species,
such as rhododendrons and magnolias, then
being introduced into Britain by explorers. The
soil, which is neutral to fairly acid (pH 7-5.6),
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was replaced by peat where necessary for the
benefit of these new plants. Early magnolias at
Greenway include M. campbellii, M. campbellii
subsp. mollicomata and hybrids, and M. demidata.

[n 1938 the house and 32 acres of the estate
were sold to Mrs Mallowan, better known as
Agatha Christie. Dame Agatha loved her gar-
den, especially the large Magnolia campbellii in
the tennis court garden, which she described as
“a glorious blaze of 600 blooms against a dark
sky”. Dame Agatha's husband, the distinguished
archaeologist Max Mallowan, was particularly
fond of wild flowers. Steep banks of primroses,
violets, bluebells, campions and foxgloves, com-
bined with happily naturalised plantings of daf-
fodils and spring and autumn cyclamen, remain
an important feature of the garden today.

During the Second World War, the Nursery
Garden was used to grow vegetables and the
house became a home for evacuees in 1942
The following vear it was requisiioned by the
admiralty as an officers’ mess. Since 1947, how-
ever, the Nursery Garden has been a commercial
venture, first specialising in vegetables, fruit
trees and cut flowers but now devoted almost
entirely to trees, shrubs and climbers. Today it is
in the capable hands of Head Gardener Roger
Clark, whose specialises in southern hemisphere
plants. The nursery walls are covered in honey-
suckle, roses and clematis, the greenhouses with
vines and passion flowers, and the atmosphere 15
as lush and informal as the rest of the grounds.

The present ownets are Anthony Hicks and his
wife Rosalind, Agatha Christie’s daughter, who
have lived at Greenway since 1967. Lady Mal-
lowan was a frequent visitor until her death in
1976, and Rosalind Hicks planted the deep pink
rose “Agatha Christie” in the gardens to com-
memorate the centenary of her mother’s birth.

Having been opened up greatly in the last 30
years (at least 100 trees were lost in the gales of
1990), the garden now contains a wide range of
plants from Chile, Tasmania and New Zealand,
countries whose climates are very similar to
that at Greenway.

The gardens have never been open to the
public*, except for a couple of days in early
spring under the National Gardens Scheme.
The Nursery Garden, however, is open daily and
is well worth a visit for the many interesting and
unusual plants on sale: call 01803-842382. %

* Negotiations with the National Trust for the

uture of this lovely garden are currently undernway.

See Grass Roots for further details.
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